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more complicated tban that under discussion where the attempt has "been most successful; ] and it is an important fact that, if we except cases of purely physical isomerism and those in which dimorphism comes into play, no case of chemical isomerism has as yet been observed which would not agree with those predicted by theory. We have here a striking confirmation of the theory which limits the number of possible isoraers by considerations relative to atomicity or to the reciprocal saturation of atoms. Without these considerations a far larger number of isomers might be deemed possible.
Thus, to return to the preceding case, given three atoms of carbon, five atoms of hydrogen, and three atoms of chlorine, if it were merely a question of distributing the atoms of hydrogen and chlorine amongst the atoms of carbon, the numbers of possible arrangements between these different would be very considerable, and easily calculated by the rules of algebra.
A celebrated chemist, Berthelot, has been guided by peculiar considerations in theoretical predictions relative to the number of possible isomers in a given case. He admits that the same body may yield different isomers,
CELCl                 CHa
i   ,      identical lni ^        with     |C1*
CH8                    CH,C1.
The identity of the bodies in question will at once be seen when we observe that their formulas are simply reversed.
1 The isomers of arnylene will be mentioned presently, and in Note HI. (p. 336) the iaomers of amyl alcohol.